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MIDDLE
SCHOOL

Thank you for your interest in Southside Christian Middle School. 
Preteens and teenagers experience some of the most exciting and 

challenging times of their lives during middle school. Our goal is to equip 
students for success through this formative time of life by providing a fun 

learning environment, biblical decision-making skills, challenging academics, and 
effective critical-thinking skills.

Our middle school gives attention to the whole child in the developmental growth 
of their intellect, spirit, behavior, and emotions. Academically, each student will 
experience a rigorous education that will challenge and strengthen their intellect in 
preparation for their future. 

As a Christian school, we recognize that the most important part of a student’s 
development is spiritual formation. Our middle school recognizes that God has 
created each student with a definite identity and purpose. Therefore, we desire 
to help these students realize that truth as they experience successes and 
failures along the way. By recognizing their identity is in Christ, students can 
safely and securely focus on their academic purpose and spiritual growth. When 
difficult circumstances arise, students are supported by Christian teachers and 
administrators who help them practice biblical decision-making skills to resolve any 
issues.

An exciting and engaging part of our middle school is the family atmosphere 
that students experience. Continuing from the elementary school, each student 
is adopted into one of four families that grow together socially and emotionally 
through fun activities, meetings, and rewards. Through our E432 Core Values, 
students focus on biblical and social principles that will develop friendship, 
compassion, and courage that honors and glorifies God.

I want to thank you again for your interest in the middle school. As you pray about 
the right decision for your family, please let us know if you have any questions. 
We know God has exciting steps ahead for your child, and we look forward to the 
possibility of partnering with you in that journey and serving you through Christian 
education. 

In His Service,

Steve Mason, M.Ed.
Middle School Dean

A Letter from the Dean
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Mission Statement
The mission of Southside Christian School (SCS) is to serve as partners with Christian parents 

in providing an excellent education consistent with biblical truth.

Vision Statement
The vision of Southside Christian School is partnering with Christian parents to serve our 
community as a leader in Christian education, resulting in transformed lives equipped to 
reflect and extend the kingdom of God. Southside Christian School is committed to partner 
with Christian parents to serve our community by providing an affordable and accessible 
Christ-centered education. By attracting and retaining a credentialed core of spiritually 
vibrant master educators, SCS will continue to be a recognized leader in Christian education, 
offering model academics, athletics, and fine arts programs for our students. We desire 
to steward the resources God has entrusted to our care through fiscal prudence and by 
cultivating a culture of philanthropic support for the school. SCS is passionate to nurture 
growth in our students, participate in their spiritual transformation, and equip them to 
reflect and extend God’s kingdom. Remaining true to our 50 year spiritual heritage, we are 
committed to cultivating a biblical worldview within our students, enabling them to live 
effective and productive lives in service to our Lord Jesus Christ.

Family-School Covenant
According to the Bible, parents are responsible for the training of their children (Deut.  
6:1-7; Prov. 22:6; Eph. 6:1-4). Southside Christian School serves as a partner with parents in 
providing an excellent education consistent with biblical truth. Harmony between home and 
school provides the best environment for godly training to take place. 

Spiritual Life
In a Christian school, spiritual formation is a deliberate and intentional plan. At SCS, it 
permeates every learning experience and is the heart of all we do.

Our Chapel program is a foundational component of student life at SCS. Middle school 
students attend a weekly chapel service designed to engage them in heartfelt worship and 
give them a foundation in scriptural principles that will serve them their entire lives. Small 
groups, led by a faculty mentor, meet twice a month. This setting provides an opportunity 
for students to deepen their relationships with each other and with God while learning to 
apply biblical truths.

SCS holds a Spiritual Life Conference for one day each in the fall and spring. Guest speakers 
and praise teams from area churches and Christian colleges bring a fresh voice to the 
ministry of challenging students spiritually. Following the worship and messages, students 
gather in their small groups to explore scriptural principles in a deeper way and to develop 
relational bonds that enable them to support one another in their walk with Christ.

MIDDLE
SCHOOL
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Accreditation
Southside Christian School (SCS) is accredited by 
the Association of Christian Schools International 
(ACSI), and Cognia, formerly known as AdvancED. 
SCS was awarded Exemplary accreditation by ACSI in 
2019. SCS is also an approved Student and Exchange 
Visitor Information System (SEVIS) school, registered 
with the U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement.

Academic Program
SCS recognizes the uniqueness of the middle school 
years and we seek to involve middle school students in 
challenging learning activities which help them focus 
their direction academically and spiritually. Middle 
school is comprised of grades 6 through 8. Classes meet 
five days a week for 45 minutes a day, with eight class 
hours per day. Classes begin at 8:05 a.m. and the school 
day ends at 3:20 p.m. Lunch is scheduled after fifth 
hour, from 12:15 to 12:50 p.m.

Grading System 
Grade Point Average (GPA) is computed according to 
the 10-Point Uniform South Carolina Grading Scale.

Grades 
Report cards are issued approximately every 9 weeks 
(once per quarter), with mid-term reports issued 
approximately 4.5 weeks after the beginning of each 
quarter. Two quarters comprise one semester, and two 
semesters comprise the school year. At the end of the 
semester, cumulative tests are given in core academic 
classes.

Honor Roll
Both middle and high school students are eligible for 
the SCS Semester Honor Roll, if they meet the following 
criteria:

For Honor Roll with Distinction:
1. Final semester GPA of all classes is at least 4.0
2. No individual class semester GPA of less than 4.0

For Honor Roll:
1. Final semester GPA of all classes is at least 3.5
2. No individual class semester GPA of less than 3.5

Technology in the Classroom
Southside Christian School has implemented a Bring 
Your Own Device (BYOD) program for the SCS 
Middle School. All students in Grades 6 - 8 will use a 
device compatible with Southside Christian School’s 
educational technology platform, which allows the 
school to provide enhanced filtering to protect students 
from online threats. Access to course work online and 
a secure testing environment ensure that educational 
standards are being met.

With the use of technology in the classroom, teachers 
are tapping into the power of educational tools that 
support classroom instruction. Technology provides 
opportunities for young people to be introduced to 
diverse perspectives, research deeper content, and 
appreciate various cultures while teachers guide them 

through a biblical worldview. Our desire is that middle 
school students become safe and knowledgeable 
users of 21st Century skills while practicing biblical 
discernment as they experience vast amounts of 
information in this Digital Age. 

Expected Student Outcomes
Spiritual Development/Formation
Southside Christian students will have a personal belief 
in Christ as their Savior and will seek to live a life of faith 
and obedience in relationship with Him as evidenced by:

a. possessing and being able to articulate a 
thorough knowledge of scripture that results in 
an integrated Biblical worldview (Col. 1:9-10)

b. displaying a consuming love for God and love  
for all people regardless of gender, race, ability, 
age, culture, or economic status (Mark 12:29-30)

c. developing spiritual habits that produce an 
intimate relationship with the Lord and with the 
local body of Christ (John 15:4; Heb. 10:24-25)

d. demonstrating the fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22-
23)

e. living as responsible stewards of their minds, 
bodies, gifts, resources, time and talents  
(Luke 16; 1 Peter 4:10)

Academic Excellence
Southside Christian students will be prepared for 
college and vocational excellence as evidenced by:

a. developing lifelong learning habits that produce 
competency (Prov. 10:14; Phil. 1:6; 2 Tim. 2:15)

b. developing their intellect to the fullest ability in 
order to think analytically and employ problem-
solving skills (Prov. 18:13,15,17; Rom. 12:2; Eph. 
5:8-16; Phil. 4:6; James 1:5)

c. recognizing, developing and utilizing God-given 
abilities to the fullest extent (Ex. 31:2-5; Dan. 1:17)

d. maturing as Christian leaders to serve in their 
respective disciplines (2 Tim. 3:16-17; Titus 2:1)

Cultural Engagement
Southside Christian students will impact the community 
and culture with truth as evidenced by:

a. living and sharing the gospel by making disciples 
(Matt. 28:19,20)

b. understanding, engaging, challenging and/or 
supporting the current social, economic and 
cultural ideologies in a spirit of love and grace  
(1 Sam. 16:7; 2 Chron. 7:14; Hos. 14:9; Rom. 12:2; 
Eph. 4:15)

c. contributing positively to the community through 
civic responsibility (Neh. 4:6; Prov. 6:6; Prov. 28:7; 
Ecc. 9:10; Jer. 29:7)

d. fostering a spirit of community service and a 
missionary mindset while serving others with a 
heart of compassion (Matt. 28:19; Eph. 5:21; Phil. 
2:3-11; James 4:10)

e. appreciating and influencing the arts, literature, 
media, and the sciences through the lens of 
scripture (Ex. 35:30-35; Psa. 150:1-5; Eph. 2:10; 
Phil. 4:8; Col. 3:16)
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Full-Time/Part-Time Status
In Grades 6-12, students who attend five or more classes 
at SCS are considered full-time and are to pay full tuition. 
Full-time status is required for students to participate in 
extracurricular activities and sports. 

Homeschool students who wish to take one to four classes 
are considered part-time and will pay pro-rated tuition.

SCS Testing Program
Testing data is a key element for our teachers in their 
instructional goals and strategies. Middle school students 
participate in ACT Aspire testing each spring. The ACT 
Aspire achievement test is a career and college readiness 
assessment for Grades 3 through 9 and is designed to 
measure students’ progress toward college and career 
readiness over the course of formal schooling in the 
elementary, middle, and high school years. A detailed 
score report is given to each student providing predicted 
ranges on the ACT college admissions test, as well as an 
average of all of the test scores called a Composite test. 

MIDDLE SCHOOL CURRICULUM – CORE COURSES

Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8

Bible Bible 6 Bible 7 Bible 8

English English 6 
Literature Foundations 6

English 7
Literature Foundations 7

English 8
Literature Foundations 8

Math Math 6
Math Foundations 6
Math 6 Advanced

Math 7
Math Foundations 7 
Math 7 Advanced

07/08 Algebra 1 Honors*

Math 8
Math Foundations 8

07/08 Algebra 1 Honors*
Geometry Honors*

Social Studies Heritage Studies: 
Ancient History

World Studies: 
Renaissance to the Present

State Studies:
South Carolina in US History

Science Science 6 Physical and Life Science Earth and Physical Science

Foreign Language/
Study Skills

Introductory Latin - semester
Study Skills - semester

Academic Support Class -  
all year

Introductory Latin/Study Hall - 
semester

Keyboarding - semester
Academic Support Class -  

all year

Introductory Latin/Study Hall - 
semester

Web Exploration - semester
Academic Support Class - 

 all year

PE/Health PE/Health PE/Health PE/Health

*Placement in Advanced and Honors levels are based upon qualifying test scores, final math grade and teacher recommendation.

 ENROLLMENT:  219  AVERAGE CLASS SIZE:  18 STUDENT/TEACHER RATIO: 13:1

GRADES ARE CALCULATED BASED ON THE SOUTH CAROLINA UNIFORM GRADING SCALE 

   A=90-100, B=80-89, C=70-79, D=60-69, F=59 and below

ELECTIVES: STUDENTS SELECT ONE FULL-YEAR ELECTIVE OR TWO SEMESTER ELECTIVES.

Grade 6

Semester Full Year

Art Band

Choir Choir

Strings

Grade 7 

Semester Full Year

Art Band

Creative Writing Choir

Journalism Strings

Math Exploration

STEM

Grade 8 

Semester Full Year

Art Band

Creative Writing Choir

Journalism Strings

Math Exploration

STEM

Fundamentals of 
Computing+

+High school credit will be given for 

this course - grade will be calculated 

into student’s high school GPA.
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Bible English

Bible 6- Apologia
Students will explore the good news of who God is and 
who they are. As they grow in a clearer understanding of 
the gospel, they will learn to function in relationship to 
Him and others according to His design. The first semester 
focuses on the content of who God is and how He shapes 
us. The second semester will deepen students knowledge 
of Christian character formation.

This course will aid students in answering the following 
essential questions:

• How does this lesson, unit, story, or passage call a 
person to lovingly respond to God? 

• How does this lesson, unit, story, or passage call a 
person to lovingly respond to others?

• How does the call from this lesson, unit, story, or 
passage shape one’s identity in relation to God and 
others?

Bible 7- BJU Press
Students in 7th grade bible study the life of Christ through 
the four gospels. Christ and His teachings are the focus 
during the year. Areas of focus are the biblical reflection 
of Christ’s meekness, zeal, compassion, holiness, birth, 
authority, as well as His death and resurrection. The 
largest unit examines Christ’s Sermon on the Mount, which 
emphasizes a believer’s biblical worldview, enabling them 
to be a reflection of God’s glory and a light in a dark world.

Bible 8- Summit Ministries
Life can be like a puzzle without the box top. Often, the 
different parts of your life don’t seem to fit together. You 
go to school, but seldom think about how the things you 
are learning relate to what you do when you’re with your 
friends. You pray before a meal, but don’t think about God 
while you talk with your family over dinner. Everything 
seems disconnected. It’s all a jumble of scattered pieces 
lying on the table. Those who understand how to think 
well about life will have the opportunity to influence the 
ideas that rule the world. This is shown to us in 1 Chronicles 
12:32. Students will learn how to not be deceived by anti-
Christian worldviews, and to instead actively seek/live 
out the truth if Christianity in a culture of relativism and 
confusion.

This course will aid students in answering the following 
essential questions:

• How does this lesson, unit, story, or passage call a 
person to lovingly respond to God? 

• How does this lesson, unit, story, or passage call a  
person to lovingly respond to others?

• How does the call from this lesson, unit, story, or 
passage shape one’s identity in relation to God and 
others?

English 6- Holt Rinehart Winston; Sadlier-Oxford
English in 6th grade continues the students’ growth in the 
areas of reading, writing, listening, speaking, discussion, 
and reflection. Reading strategies, critical-thinking 
skills, grammar usage development, and vocabulary 
building comprise the main elements of reading 
instruction. The focus for writing instruction includes 
narrative, informational, and argumentative writing with 
requirements based on state standards and designed 
for success on ACT ASPIRE (and later, ACT) testing. The 
overall goal of the class is to nurture and develop God’s 
gifting, calling, and equipping of each student while 
increasing their literacy and writing ability.

Literature Foundations 6- Holt Rinehart 
Winston; Sadlier-Oxford
English in 6th grade continues the students’ growth 
in the areas of reading, writing, listening, speaking, 
discussion, and reflection. Reading strategies, critical-
thinking skills, grammar usage development, and 
vocabulary building comprise the main elements of reading 
instruction. The focus for writing instruction includes 
narrative, informational, and argumentative writing with 
requirements based on state standards and designed 
for success on ACT ASPIRE (and later, ACT) testing. The 
overall goal of the class is to nurture and develop God’s 
gifting, calling, and equipping of each student while 
increasing their literacy and writing ability.

Class sizes are intentionally smaller allowing for more 
individual attention to instruction in reading and writing 
skills.

English 7- Holt Rinehart Winston; Sadlier-Oxford
Students concentrate on four areas of study in 7th grade 
English. These areas and their related skills are explored 
and detailed in comprehensive thematic units. The 
students are provided with many opportunities to grow as 
perceptive readers, critical thinkers and competent writers 
through literacy fluency, writing with a purpose, speech 
and vocabulary, and grammar fundamentals. 

Literature Foundations 7- Holt Rinehart 
Winston; Sadlier-Oxford
Students concentrate on four areas of study in 7th grade 
English. These areas and their related skills are explored 
and detailed in comprehensive thematic units. The 
students are provided with many opportunities to grow as 
perceptive readers, critical thinkers and competent writers 
through literacy fluency, writing with a purpose, speech 
and vocabulary, and grammar fundamentals. 

Class sizes are intentionally smaller allowing for more 
individual attention to instruction in reading and writing 
skills.
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English (cont’d) Mathematics 

English 8- Holt Rinehart Winston; Sadlier-Oxford
Through reading and writing assignments, students in 8th 
grade English develop their skills in literary analysis and 
composition. Students analyze structure, craft, and style 
in a variety of texts and compare biblical and non-biblical 
worldviews encountered in their reading. They also engage 
in inquiry-based research projects and write in several 
genres including argumentative, narrative, and informative/
explanatory. Additionally, students review and master 
grammatical skills in both oral and written communication, 
while vocabulary instruction enables students to improve 
their communication and reading abilities.

Literature Foundations 8- Holt Rinehart Winston; 
Sadlier-Oxford
Through reading and writing assignments, students in 8th 
grade English develop their skills in literary analysis and 
composition. Students analyze structure, craft, and style 
in a variety of texts and compare biblical and non-biblical 
worldviews encountered in their reading. They also engage 
in inquiry-based research projects and write in several 
genres including argumentative, narrative, and informative/
explanatory. Additionally, students review and master 
grammatical skills in both oral and written communication, 
while vocabulary instruction enables students to improve 
their communication and reading abilities.

Class sizes are intentionally smaller allowing for more 
individual attention to instruction in reading and writing 
skills

Math 6- Sadlier-Oxford
Students are taught that the patterns and principles of 
mathematics were designed and established by God when 
He created the world and that mathematics demonstrates 
God’s orderliness, precision, dependability, infinitude, 
and systematic character. This standards-based course 
places an emphasis on mastering basic facts and skills, 
problem solving, and real world applications. Concepts 
covered include: operations in whole numbers, decimals 
and fractions, number theory and fractions, statistics and 
graphing, geometric figures, symmetry and transformation, 
and solid figures.

Math Foundations 6- Math-U-See
Students cover the same core concepts as those covered 
in 6th grade math but move at a slower pace. Emphasis 
is placed on foundational skills and automaticity of 
math facts. Class sizes are intentionally smaller in order 
to provide individual attention while developing math 
proficiency.

Math 6 Advanced- Sadlier-Oxford
Students cover the same concepts as those covered in 
6th grade math but move at an advanced pace. There is a 
strong emphasis on higher-level problem solving. Specific 
entrance requirements must be met to enroll which include 
teacher recommendation, final math grade in 5th grade, 
acceptable scores on a placement test given at the end of 
5th grade, and performance on the ASPIRE test.

Math 7- Sadlier-Oxford
The purpose of this class is to bridge the transition in 
mathematics between primary and secondary education 
years. This course exposes the student to a diverse array 
of mathematical concepts, both previously mastered 
and newly introduced. Successful completion establishes 
a firm foundation in basic skills necessary to take high 
school algebra and beyond. Subject material covers the 
following concepts: integers, rational numbers, ratios 
and proportions, percent and consumer applications, 
expressions and equations, inequalities, two-dimensional 
geometry and measurement applications, three-dimensional 
geometry, data analysis and statistics and probability. This 
study reflects greater appreciation for God’s precision and 
complexity in creation. (Rom. 1:20)

Math Foundations 7- Math-U-See
Students cover the same core concepts as those covered 
in 7th grade math but move at a slower pace. Emphasis 
is placed on foundational skills and automaticity of 
math facts. Class sizes are intentionally smaller in order 
to provide individual attention while developing math 
proficiency.
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Math 7 Advanced- Sadlier-Oxford
Students cover the same concepts as those covered in 
7th grade math but move at an advanced pace. There is a 
strong emphasis on higher-level problem solving. Specific 
entrance requirements must be met to enroll which include 
teacher recommendation, final math grade in 6th grade, 
acceptable scores on a placement test given at the end of 
6th grade, and performance on the ASPIRE test.

Algebra 1 Honors- Glencoe-McGraw Hill
The purpose of Algebra I is to provide students with 
a broad foundation for more advanced high school 
mathematics. This course covers simplifying algebraic 
expressions (rational, irrational, polynomial, exponential, 
and radical), solving/graphing equations and functions 
(linear, quadratic, exponential, radical, and rational), 
inequalities, and systems of linear equations. Students 
learn that Algebra consists of basic patterns which repeat 
themselves, reflecting the fact that a God of order has 
created an orderly universe in which such patterns can be 
discovered and appreciated. This class may be taken in 
either 7th or 8th grade. Students are placed in this class 
by the math department based on year-end averages, 
standardized test scores, placement test scores, and 
teacher recommendation.

Geometry Honors- Glencoe-McGraw Hill
The purpose of this course is to motivate students through 
real-world applications of geometric concepts. By learning 
geometry, students will see the dependability, orderliness, 
and omniscient character of the Creator God. Students will 
use deductive methods of proof in their study of two- and 
three-dimensional geometric figures. Reasoning skills will 
be more heavily emphasized through two-column proofs, 
paragraph proofs, flowchart proofs, and indirect proofs. 
Topics will include exploring geometry, reasoning, logic, 
parallels, polygons, triangle congruence, perimeter, area, 
shapes in space, surface area, volume, similar shapes, 
circles, the coordinate plane, trigonometry, basic graph 
theory, and fractals. A TI-84 calculator is required for 
this course. Students are placed in this class by the math 
department based on year-end averages, standardized 
test scores, placement test scores, and teacher 
recommendation.

Math 8- Sadlier-Oxford
The purpose of this class is to develop and prepare 
the student for academic success in more advanced 
high school mathematics. This standards-based 
course covers the following concepts: rational and real 
numbers, expressions and inequalities, linear functions, 
systems linear equations, proportional relationships, 
two-dimensional geometry, solid geometry, geometric 
measure and coordinate geometry, Pythagorean Theorem, 
data analysis, probability and statistics. Students will 
demonstrate strong conceptual knowledge and strategically 
apply appropriate academic and technical skills and tools 
to model and solve problems. Students are taught that 
mathematical truths and concepts established by God are 
free from contradictions and do not fluctuate. 

Math Foundations 8- Various Publishers
Students cover the same core concepts as those covered 
in 8th grade math but move at a slower pace. Emphasis 
is placed on foundational skills and automaticity of 
math facts. Class sizes are intentionally smaller in order 
to provide individual attention while developing math 
proficiency. 

Science      

Science 6- BJU Press
Science 6 covers content in earth, physical and life 
sciences. Students are challenged to consider science from 
a biblical worldview. In earth science, students learn about 
the unique interactions within the earth’s systems which 
regulate weather and climate. Physical science covers 
the properties of energy, the transfer and conversion of 
energy, and the relationship between energy and forces. 
Simple machines, electricity, and magnetism are also 
explored. In life science, students learn how scientists 
classify organisms and how God’s unique design allows 
survival of these living things based on their organization, 
life processes, and relationships to each other.

Science 7 
Physical and Life Science- BJU Press
Students are challenged to consider science from a 
biblical worldview. Students will use inquiry skills and 
analytical thinking to help them sort through scientific 
facts and theories, while making their own discoveries 
and drawing conclusions about God’s world. Through 
instruction, laboratory activities, and scientific inquiry, the 
students will learn about the structure and properties of 
matter and its conservation, how the levels of organization 
within organisms support the essential functions of 
life, how organisms interact with and respond to their 
environments, how genetic information is transferred from 
parent to offspring, and how the environment and use of 
technologies influence the transfer of genetic information. 
The goal of 7th grade Physical and Life Science is to glorify 
the Creator and to come to know Him better by studying 
His creation.

Mathematics (cont’d) Mathematics (cont’d) 
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Latin
Science 8 
Earth and Physical Science- BJU Press
Six major topics of study are covered in 8th grade science 
including earth’s history and diversity, earth systems and 
resources, earth’s place in the universe, forces and motion, 
properties and behaviors of waves, and the scientific 
method. Students are not only challenged to apply the 
scientific method to each area of study through scientific 
investigation during labs, projects, presentations, and 
tests but are also guided to make their own discoveries 
and conclusions regarding how the God of the universe is 
revealed through His creation.

Social Studies     

Grade 6 
Heritage Studies- BJU Press 
Heritage Studies 6 is an overview of world history focusing 
on the ancient cultures of Asia, Africa, Europe and the 
Americas. From the creation of the world to the close 
of the Middle Ages, Heritage Studies looks at people, 
practices and events, noting how the beliefs of a people 
affect its culture. Learning to think and write clearly on 
these issues is emphasized.

Grade 7 
World Studies- BJU Press 

World Studies 7 is a continuation of Heritage Studies 6. 
The class covers the history of the world by eras beginning 
with the Renaissance and ending with current events in the 
Middle East. With each chapter, students learn to identify 
countries and geographic features from each of the 
continents. Emphasis is placed on the example of people 
who did what they could with what they had, and changed 
the world for good or evil. Each class period begins with 
prayer for a different country so that the students learn the 
needs of people around the world.

Grade 8  
State Studies- BJU Press
State Studies 8 covers the history of the United States 
with a special emphasis on the contributions of South 
Carolinians to the building and sustaining of our country. 
Along with the daily lessons, students learn and review the 
fifty states and capital cities of the United States during 
the first two quarters of the year. During the third quarter, 
students learn to identify the forty-five Presidents of the 
United States. In the fourth quarter, students learn the 
location and features of the forty-six counties of South 
Carolina. Emphasis is placed on evaluating events and 
practices in the history of our state in light of biblical 
standards.

This one-semester course provides an introduction to 
the Latin language and the peoples of the Roman world. 
Students will interact with the Latin language in every way: 
reading, writing, listening, and speaking, and will explore 
concepts in a multisensory and interdisciplinary fashion. 
Assessment will be based on tests, quizzes, completion of 
assignments, and active class participation. Students will 
work independently and in groups. 

The first half of the class period will be dedicated to 
the study and exploration of the Latin language and the 
history of Rome. The remaining class period will serve 
as a study hall. Students will be expected to work on 
assignments for other classes or read.

Keyboarding     
Middle school keyboarding is a one-semester class. 
Students are introduced to the “home row” keys and 
learn the correct reach technique for all 26 alphabet 
keys, the punctuation keys, numbers, and symbols. Every 
online lesson contains timed exercises where students 
are encouraged to meet speed and accuracy goals. Along 
with the online keyboarding lessons, students will type 
sentences and paragraphs from a keyboarding book. This 
exercise will be done in Microsoft Word and printed out for 
the teacher. A grading scale based upon WPM (Words Per 
Minute) determines the student’s letter grade.

Study Skills     
Study skills is a course that will equip 6th grade students 
with necessary skills and strategies to assist them in 
becoming independent learners. During this 45-minute 
period, students will concentrate on study skills for 15-20 
minutes and have study hall the remaining 25-30 minutes. 
This class is offered for one semester only. A Latin/Study 
Hall course will be offered the other semester.

Academic Support Class
The Academic Support Class is provided through the 
Student Success Services Center where students receive 
assistance in study skills, test preparation and fulfillment 
of classroom accommodations for those with diagnosed 
learning needs.

Science (cont’d) 
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Electives Electives (cont’d)

Art
Course length: 1 year

Middle School Art is a one-semester elective that enables 
students to be exposed to a variety of artistic media.  
Students will work with drawings in pencil, ink pen, 
calligraphy, charcoal, and pastel. Working with watercolor, 
acrylic, and oil will be explored as well.  Other possible 
media include caulk drawings, wood burning, 3D art, 
scratchboard, string art, and origami. This class creates an 
important foundation for High School Art I. 

Band
Course length: 1 year

The fundamentals of playing an instrument are taught 
in 6th grade band, and no prior experience is necessary. 
A nominal instrument usage fee/rental is required. The 
students continue building instrumental technique while 
refining their ensemble musicianship in their 7th and 8th 
grade years. Participants in 7th and 8th grade are required 
to have completed the 6th grade band class or have 1 year 
of experience/private lessons on their chosen instrument. 
The classes perform in several public concerts throughout 
the school year, and the 7th and 8th grade class 
participates in a theme-park music festival each spring. 

Choir 
Course length: 1 year

Vocal range and choral blend is introduced in 6th grade. 
Students in 7th and 8th grade continue building vocal 
range and choral blend while broadening literacy through 
sight singing activities. Sight singing is taught using the 
solfege movable “do” approach. As an ensemble, they 
perform in several public concerts throughout the school 
year, and the 7th and 8th grade class participates in a 
theme-park music festival each spring.

Strings 
Course length: 1 year

Students in 6th grade may choose to play violin, viola, 
cello or string bass and no prior experience is necessary. In 
this beginning class students will learn the fundamentals 
of playing an instrument. A nominal instrument usage fee/
rental is required. The 7th and 8th graders will continue to 
build instrumental technique while refining their ensemble 
musicianship. Students in 7th and 8th grade are required 
to have completed the 6th grade string orchestra class or 
have 1 year of experience/private lessons on their chosen 
instrument. The classes perform in several public concerts 
throughout the school year, and the 7th and 8th grade 
class participates in a theme-park music festival each 
spring.

Creative Writing
Course length: 1 semester

This course will tap into the “rules” for writing, but the 
main objective is to introduce various styles of writing 
which allow the student to express ideas and voice 
emotions, while developing critical reading skills. Good 
writing happens when one writes from his or her own 
experiences, so creative writing goes beyond the regular 
academic forms of an English class. Students will read 
refined literature daily as well as peer-edit various writing 
assignments through collaborative reading circles.

Journalism 
Course length: 1 year

The journalism class is dedicated to the craft of writing, 
editing, photographing, and documenting news for the 
middle school at Southside Christian School. Students 
are responsible for the production of a middle school 
newsletter and online blog. Class activities, as well as 
individual and group projects, immerse students in the 
world of journalism. Among a wide range of skills, students 
also learn how “to build up one another” (Ephesians 4:29-
32) using the newsletter and online blog.

Math Exploration
Course length: 1 semester

Math Exploration is designed to be an interactive class 
that allows students to create, solve and discuss a wide 
range of interesting math problems, puzzles and games. 
The course is not intended to help students “get ahead”  
in math but is intended to encourage students to use   
higher-level thinking skills and energize brain activity.

STEM 
Course length: 1 semester

Students learning subjects in isolation often miss seeing 
how the parts fit into the big picture. In STEM, the 
engineering design model is used to show the students the 
incredible synergy of asking a scientific question, deciding 
how its answer can meet a need, and using math and 
technology as tools to create something that helps others. 
Students develop teamwork as they collaborate and share 
their ideas and insights with one another. Additionally, 
communication skills are developed as students present 
their investigations and solutions to the class. 
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Fundamentals of Computing
Course length: 1 year

Fundamentals of Computing is designed to introduce 
students to the field of computer science through an 
exploration of engaging and accessible topics. Through 
creativity and innovation, students will use critical thinking 
and problem-solving skills to implement projects that are 
relevant to students’ lives. They will create a variety of 
computing artifacts while collaborating in teams. Students 
will gain a fundamental understanding of the history and 
operation of computers, programming, and web design. 
Students will also be introduced to computing careers and 
will examine societal and ethical issues of computing.

High School Credit will be given for this course–grade will 
be calculated into student’s high school GPA. 

Web Exploration
Course length: 1 semester

Web Exploration is an elective semester course for 
middle school students that is topic based and explores 
computer applications on the web. Students will explore 
ways the internet presents and conveys information. 
Students will learn methods to work collaboratively and 
be effective team members. Examples of course topics 
may include the following: virtual field trips, green screen 
technology, logging, and coding. The course will also cover 
good digital citizenship using Common Sense Education 
curriculum through a biblical worldview lens.

Clubs

Middle School 
(Grades 6-8)

Middle School and High 
School

(Grades 6-12)

Book Club Latin Club
(SCS Junior Classical 

League)

First Lego League Club Student Government 
Association

Junior Sabre  
Ambassadors

National Junior Honor 
Society

(begins in 8th grade, 
based on 7th grade GPA)

Spanish Club

Sports
SCS is currently competing in the South Carolina High 
School League (SCHSL), Region 1-AA and will abide by all 
rules and decisions set forth by the league at the JV and 
Varsity levels. Students in 7th-12th grades are elgible to try 
out for JV and Varsity sports teams. Students in 6th grade 
may try out for Middle School specific teams which are 
independent of the SCHSL.

Varsity Boys (Grades 7-12) Varsity Girls (Grades 7-12)

Baseball Basketball

Basketball Cheerleading (9-12)

Cross Country Cross Country

Football (9-12) Golf

Golf Soccer (9-12)

Soccer Swimming

Swimming Tennis

Tennis Track and Field

Track and Field Volleyball

JV Boys (Grades 7-10) JV Girls (Grades 7-10)

Baseball Basketball

Basketball Cheerleading

Football Soccer

Soccer Track and Field

Track and Field Volleyball

MS Boys (Grades 6-8) MS Girls (Grades 6-8)

Baseball Basketball

Basketball Volleyball (7-8)

Football (7-8)

Extracurricular OpportunitiesElectives (cont’d)
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Notes
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Notes




